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the condition of the hillsides, varying from complete
vegetative protection to complete desiccation would be very
illuminating, and if we could compare the state of affairs
today with what it was fifty \vars ago even the most
optimistic of us would take fright.
The hillrnan must be taught that he will gain all round
from treating his hillsides properly, and the plainsman
must be told why his water supply is decreasing and his
fields are being ruined.
In the hills small demonstrations are wanted showing
the benefit of levelling, terracing, embanking, gully-plugging
and all the other remedies for erosion. Similarly demon-
strations must be made of how the devastated plains land
can be reclaimed.
The easiest way of making a start is to tackle the
cultivated land. Until levelled, terraced and embanked,
unleveiled farm land is eroding just as badly as uncultivated
land or even worse. But it is owned by individuals and it
is easier to persuade a single man to protect his interests
than to get a whole village to act. Once people have
reaped the benefit of protecting their own fields the\T will
be easier to persuade of the necessity of doing something
for the common lands, while every field protected is an
object lesson to others (see page 65).
AH the various methods of publicity must be employed
and in particular (i) it must be carefully taught hi the schools
and colleges in a series of lessons, lectures and demonstra-
tions drawn up jointry by forest experts and educationists.
A beginning is being made on these lines in the Punjab.
(ii) Models must be prepared for use at shows, fairs, exhibi-
tions, and meetings, as well as in schools and colleges,
showing sections of hill and plain before and after
denudation, (iii) The wireless and the press and the

